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Great Swamp Baptist Church 

 

 

September 24, 2017 

 Sunday Morning Worship 
11:00 AM                                                      

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

The Welcome   

Announcements                                          Pastor Ralph Lee, Jr.   

 

Call to Worship 

     Hymn # 334   “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine” 

 

Invocation                                                            Robert O’Dell 

 

Selections of Praise & Worship 

“Days of Elijah” 

“Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)”                            

We Pray for Special Needs 

Pastoral & Offertory Prayer                        Pastor Ralph Lee, Jr.     

Offertory Special                                           GSBC Praise Band                                                                                              

                                          

    

Message            Pastor Ralph Lee, Jr.                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

Invitation      

 

Benediction 

 

 



Nursery Workers   

 

 

 

 

Today:  

Anita Blanton 

  Alyssa 

Next Week:  

 Vandy Amason 

   Natalie 

Today:                                         
Robert O’Dell 

843-422-9521 

IF YOUR DEACONS  

                         CAN MINISTER TO YOU IN ANY WAY, 

                                                                CALL THE CHURCH @ 726-3631 
 

 

         DEACON OF THE WEEK :  

      
 
                           

 

 
 
 

 
Today:  
 Annette Malphrus 
Krey Lowther 
 
Next Week:  
 Olivia Stanley 
Krey Lowther 
   

Next Week:                         
Duane Armstrong 

843-726-6795 
                                   

Toll Committee 
                               For October 

                 Bernice Malphrus & Bonnie Pope 



From Pastor Ralph’s Desk:  

      The Most Excellent Way (Part 2) 

                                  (I cor. 12:31-13:13)            

Intro: The title that I am using for this message did not originate 

with me. Rather, it came straight out of the verses that we are ex-

amining. It was the Apostle Paul himself that used the phrase, 

“the most excellent way,” and our whole first point dealt with that 

very element that nothing can top whatever is the most excellent 

way. 

 It is not only excellent but it is the most excellent. As we all 

know that what Paul classifies as the most excellent way is love. 

We also know that the words Paul spoke were inspired by the 

Holy Spirit so that Paul’s words came from God Himself. So9, it is 

God Himself who is telling us that love is the most excellent way 

and who is more appropriate tell us this truth than God Himself 

because the Bible tells us that He is love. 

 My first point that we examined that first Sunday was that 

love is the most excellent way because of its prominence and pri-

ority which is found in the first four verses of the set of verses we 

are examining. The phrase the most excellent way alone tells you 

that love is supreme and is our priority. Then Paul goes on to tell 

us that without love regardless of all of our abilities , talents, and 

Spiritual gifts, we are nothing. So, we must focus on love and eve-

rything else plays second fiddle. Today, we will begin examining 

the second point of the message. 

II. Second, love is the most excellent way because of its proper-

ties. (vs. 4-7) 

 Another way you might say is the ingredients of love, what 

makes love what it is. What are its’ properties or its’ ingredients?  



Well, the answer to this question is important because in our soci-

ety, the word love conjures up all kinds of images and ideals. 

However, the only true description of what makes up love comes 

from the very One who is love and of course that is God. In this 

particular set of verses, he tells us what love is to look like. So, we 

will get started by looking at those verses’ properties of love. 

 A. The first property of love that Paul mentions is pa-

tience.  In a straight forward sentence he says, “love is patient.” 

so, if your definition of love does not include patience, then it falls 

short of true love. 

 Now, the emphasis of the Greek work for patient is a refer-

ence to being patient with people more so than with circumstances 

or events. The preacher John MacArthur says “love’s patience is 

the ability to be inconvenienced or taken advantage of by a person 

over and over again and yet not be upset or angry.” one of our 

early church fathers called Chrysostom said, “It is a word which 

is used of the man who is wronged and who has it easily in his 

power to avenge himself but will never do it”. Patience never re-

taliates. 

 Of course, the perfect example of patience is Jesus Christ 

Himself. When Jesus was arrested for nothing that He had done 

and when He faced all of the ridicule at His trial, all the abuse on 

the way to the cross and then finally have to face the horrors of 

the cross itself, where He took all of our sins in His body and took 

all of our punishment that we deserved, He could have called 

down the angels of glory to deliver Him down off of that cross and 

strike down everyone that put Him there. Rather, He patiently en-

dured His own concerns and patiently died for ours. Oh, praise 

His Holy Name. 

 Abraham :Lincoln’s earliest political enemy was Edwin M. 

Stanton. He called Lincoln a low, cunning clown and the original 

gorilla. It was ridiculous for people to go to Africa to see a go-

rilla, he would say, when they could find one easily in Springfield, 

Ill. Lincoln never responded to the slander, but when as President, 

he needed a secretary of war, he chose Stanton to be that man.   

When his friends asked why, Lincoln replied, “because he is the 

best man.” years later, as the slain President lay in state, Stanton 

looked into the coffin and said through his tears, there lies the 

greatest ruler of men the world has ever seen. His animosity was 

finally broken by Lincoln’s long=suffering, non-retaliatory  spirit. 

Patience and love won out. Will it win out with us? 



 B. The second property of love that Paul mentions is 

kindness. He says love is kind. If you had coins demonstrating the 

properties of love, on one side would be patience and kindness on 

the other side. As John MacAuthor said, “Just as patience will 

take anything from others, kindness will give anything to others 

even our enemies.” So, as you can tell from John MacAuthur’s 

statement, the Greek word for patient means to be gracious, serv-

ing and useful. Once again, I quote John MacAuthur. Kindness, 

“It not only feels generous, it is generous. It not only desires oth-

ers’ welfare, but works for it.” 

 Again, Jesus Christ is the supreme example of kindness. 

We are reminded of this in so many places. All one has to do is 

read the gospel and they will see that Jesus never ceased being 

kind. However, let me point out a couple of passages of Scripture 

that reveals just how kind He was, is and will ever be to His peo-

ple. First, there is Eph. 2:-9. In these verses, we are reminded of 

the terrible consequences of being sinners. We were dead in our 

sins, we were disobedient because of our sins and we were the 

objects of wrath because of our sins. There is a however and the 

however is that Christ, under the leadership of our Heavenly Fa-

ther, has shown us the ultimate in kindness and grace when He 

went to the cross and died in our place and took our punishment 

for us. Therefore making alive unto God and according to verse 

seven, His kindness is something. He will show us throughout 

eternity or as He says, “in the coming ages.” Praise the Lord. 

 Another passage that Paul tells us of this amazing act of 

kindness is Titus 3:3-5. Verses four and five tells us, “But when 

the kindness and love of God appeared, He saved us, not because 

of righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy.” 

 So if we are going to love then we will demonstrate kind-

ness. We will give and give even when not deserved as Christ did 

for us. 

Concl. So let me ask you a question. Do people think of me and 

you and of our church that we are a people loving because we are 

patient and we are kind? 

      Jesus Loves You 

      Ralph Lee, Jr. 



Gopher Hill 
 S.O.F.F.E. group will 

have a booth set up Friday 

night and Saturday during 

Gopher Hill.  We will be 

handing out free water and 

information about our church. 

We need you to bring cases of 

water and also to volunteer to 

take a shift to help us spread 

the love of Jesus to our com-

munity. More details will be 

coming. Gopher Hill dates are 

October 6-7 

 

Calling All Ladies!!!!! 
We need to update our telephone tree  

with names & telephone numbers. 

This list is for providing food for fu-

nerals  

within our church. 

For more info 

Contact Dorthie Armstrong @ 843-

726-67945  

Or 

 Church Office @ 843-726-3631 

 
Sign-Up Today 

  

Come join us for the 

Proclaimers Choir 

Practice every 

Wednesday Evening 

following  

Bible Study. 



Operation Christmas Child  
Collection Totals for August 

41 and over: 

Crayons:123  Pencils:435     Scissors:38 

40 and under: 

Crayons:50   Pencils:322     Scissors:34 

 

Let’s see if we can beat those totals for August 

Collection Items  

For 

September  3rd—10th—17th—24th 

 

    Matchbox /Hot Wheel Cars or 

Trucks 

                                       

Jump Ropes 

         

 Yo-Yo’s 

 

Jackstones 
    



 We  would like to thank Frederick, Pamela, Olivia and 

Jeffrey Stanley family of Mr. Harold Stanley for the donation of 

the new Step of Faith Christian Academy Gymnasium Score-

board. We will dedicate the scoreboard at our first basketball 

game on December 1st. Come out and join us for the dedication 

and game. 



Menu 
Homemade Vegetable Soup 

Rice / Cornbread 

Chicken Fingers / Corndogs 

Dessert 

Tea & Coffee 

Youth 

 Cooking Team 

$5.00 each or $15.00 for a family of 4 or more 

 

 

 





Harvest  
             Fest 

Sponsored by 

“S.O.F.F.E.” 
(Sisters On Fire for Eternity) 

October 29th 

4:00-7:00 pm 
(Hot Dogs & Chili Provided) 

Hayrides 
 
 

 
  Chili Cook-Off 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Child      
   Friendly         
        Costumes 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 26th Emily Carter 
   Ron Malphrus 
 
September 28th Tom Benton 
 
September 29th Patrick Malphrus 
 
September 30th Chris Scherger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 24th Rodney & Patricia Malphrus 
 
September 24th Franklin & Sherry Fryman 
 
September 26th Reggie & Cassandra Huskey 
    
 
 
 
 
 



Attention 
Church Family! 

Help Step of Faith raise money  

to purchase extra equipment  

for the school  

by clipping  

Boxtops for Education  

and  

Labels for Education. 

A collection box is in the Foyer. 

It will be emptied weekly. 

A list of products is also available. 

 

Thank You 





Church Needs 

Sunday School 

Small Groups 

SFCA-Donna Carter 

Janie Chapman Offering 

Ministries 

Outreach Ministry 

Nominating Committee 

 

 

 

Ralph Lee, Jr. - Pastor 

Richard Waitt- Music Director 

Deacons 

Child Dev. Ministries 

 

Leadership 

President Donald Trump     

United States of America 

Cancer / Treatments 

Barry Jones (9/14) 

Mitzi Cramer (9/14) 

Wallace Roberts (8/31) 

Diane Thames (8/31) 

Maxie Mason (8/31) 

Mack Pope, Sr (9/14) 

James Byron Baker (9/21) 

 

 

 

Called to Ministry 

 

Chris Carter & Family 

   

GSBC Prayer Pages September 24, 2017 

Lloyd Freeman (9/14) 

Nadine Smoak (8/24) 

Joyce Sutler (8/24) 

Alfred Miles Altman (8/24) 

Marylyn Potts (8/31) 

Nicole Cole (9/5) 

Victoria & Cora Lee Keiffer (9/14) 

Kelly Chapman (9/14) 

Eva Calhoun (9/14) 

 

 

 

Expecting / Births 

Victoria Keiffer                            

Other Health Needs 

        Nursing Centers 

 Elaine Degler-RNC 

Wofford Malphrus-Effingham 

County Rehab. Center 

Doris Blackmon-Morningside 

Thelma Ashing-RNC 

Bereavement 
Family Of 

Joe Pace 

 

Hospitals  
      Jeffrey Stanley-MUSC 

          J W Jarrell-MUSC 

   Peggy Fludd-Bft. Memorial 

       Mack Pope, Sr.-HHH Rehab 

                  

           

Bonnie Pope (8/31) 

Ricky Mears (8/31) 

Victoria Standard (9/14) 

Billy Fennel (9/14) 

Joe Lowery (9/14) 

Andy Groover (9/14) 

 

 

 

 

Surgery / Recovery 

Duane Armstrong (9/14) 

Ron Davis (9/21) 

Grace Boyles (9/25) 

Irwin Malphrus (9/21) 

Barbara Lowther (9/21) 

Unspoken 

Tim Cramer Family 

Amanda & Kent Fletcher 



Cancer / Treatments 

Barry Jones (9/14) 

Mitzi Cramer (9/14) 

Wallace Roberts (8/31) 

Diane Thames (8/31) 

Maxie Mason (8/31) 

Mack Pope, Sr (9/14) 

James Byron Baker (9/21) 

 

 

 

Bobby Emerson– South Korea-Army 

Jared Blanton-Fort Benning 

Matthew Mills-Va-US Marines 

Jericho Malphrus-Air Force 

If you have someone who needs listing, call either the  

church office a@726-3631 or E.L. Ambrose @ 726-5479. 

Thank You 

Pray For Our Military 

       

      Today’s Prayer Team 

                                                  

Group II 
Barbara Mills-Leader 

Betty Robertson 
 

Watchman Prayer Service  

Saturdays @ 8:00am 

 

Prayer Note 
For emergencies  

a prayer chain  

is available for needs.   

You may access 

by calling the  

church @ 726-3631  

Or 

 E.L. Ambrose @ 726-5479 

Please Continue To Remember 

Ricky Cleland 

Mike Hodge 

Shirley Malphrus 

Rose Boyles 

Lula Floyd 

Mary Cope 

Judy Smith 

Jeffrey Stanley 

Joyce Sutler 

 

 

Dot Nettles 

Betty Nettles 

Tom Hinely 

Olivia Stanley 

Lois Bootle 

Grace Boyles 

Patricia Malphrus 

Scott Boyles 

 

 

Gary Way 

Christy Gagel 

Vera Miles  

Mary Daley  

Leonard Steedly  

Barbara Mills 

Rodney Malphrus, Sr. 

Lanell Smith 

Brian Freeman 

Susan L. Vaigneur 

GSBC Prayer Pages September 24, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 In this time of national dis-
asters and sorrows, we need to 
take time for reflection of the prin-
ciples on which our nation was 
founded. Contrast yesterdays with 
todays principles. I believe you will 
agree we have strayed. Would you 
use the power of prayer to return 
us to right thinking and actions? 
 

  E.L. Ambrose  



Announcements  

 

 

The Quilting Club is meeting in the  

Old Parsonage 

Thursday, September 28th@ 10:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

Watchman Prayer Group 

 Saturday, September 30th @ 8:00 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We would like to thank our Great Swamp Church Family 

for all of the thoughts, prayers, calls and visits during Barbara’s 

ankle replacement recovery. We deeply appreciate each and every 

one of you. 

 May God Bless 

  Tex & Barbara Lowther 

  

HELP NEEDED ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS  

                  IN CHILDREN'S DEPT!                  
 

 Now that school has started and Wednesday suppers will 

start soon, the GA and RA classes are growing to the point that 

these classes need to be divided based on age.  But we need 

YOU!  Please speak to Diane, Debra, Mike or Kim and let us 

know, "I can help, show me where you need me." 



Budget Offerings This Week 

 

Weekly Budget Surplus/Deficit 

+    /     -  

Tithes & Offerings $6,313.50 $ 4,943.56 +$1,379.94 

Designated Funds This Week ********* Acct. Balances 

Sr. Celebrators $1,096.00 ********** $13,262.46 

Janie Chapman Offering $74.00 ********** $74.00 

SFCA Gymnasium $10.00 ********** $110.00 

WNS $291.00 ********** $363.99 

SMB $79.00 ********** $132.37 

George Pepper Scholarship $100.00 ********** $758.03 

 
Great Swamp Baptist Church 

9009 Tarboro Road, Ridgeland, SC  
Office - 726-3631          Fax – 726-3294 

Email: greatswampbc@gmail.com      

Website: greatswampbaptistchurch.com 
 

 Church Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Ralph Lee, Jr………………………………………………………………………....jehu27@gmail.com 

Music Director: Richard Waitt………………………………………………………..waittfamily@embarqmail.com 

Sunday School Director: Wallace Malphrus……………………………………………...Josie6@embarqmail.com 
Pianist: Michelle Waitt…………………………………………………………………waittfamily@embarqmail.com 

Administrative Assistant: Sybil Reynolds……………………………………………......greatswampbc@gmail.com 

School Administrator: Donna Carter…………………………………………………………..dcarter@hargray.com 
Custodian: Ann Malphrus………………………………………………………………....ramalphrus@hargray.com 

Landscaper: Wallace Malphrus…………………………………………………………....Josie6@embarqmail.com 
 

Calendar of Events 

 
Sunday Morning Breakfast (September thru May Only)........................................................................ 8:30AM 

Sunday School………….….…………………............................................................................................  9:45AM 

Morning Worship…….….…...…………………........................................................................……….....11:00AM 
Evening Worship…….…….……………………..........................................................................................6:00PM  

Wednesday Night Supper (September thru May Only)........................................................................... 6:00PM 

Wednesday Night Service………………………………...............................................................................7:00PM 
Saturday Watchman Prayer…………….………….……….........................................................................8:00AM                                  

Stewardship   

 

Announcement 
  

 All 2017-2018 Leadership Committees need to elect new 

chairpersons and turn into the church office no later than the end 

of September. 

  Thank You 

mailto:greatswamp@islc.net
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