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Great Swamp Baptist Church
November 22, 2015
Sunday Morning Worship
11:00 AM

Prelude
Call to Worship
“Holy Spirit”
The Welcome
Announcements
Invocation
Duane Armstrong
Selections of Praise and Worship
“Good, Good Father”
We Pray for Special Needs
Pastoral & Offertory Prayer
Pastor Ralph Lee
Demonstration of Stewardship
Offertory
Special Music
The Proclaimer’s Gospel Choir
“When He Was on the Cross”
Message
Pastor Ralph Lee, Jr.
Benediction

Nursery Workers

Today:
Today:
Latrelle Steedly
Krey Lowther
Next Week:
Annette Malphrus

Latrelle Steedly
Kim & Kimberlyn Malphrus
Next Week:
Debra Daley
Cathryn Daley

Toll
Committee
For
November
Latrelle Steedly & Dorthie Armstrong

DEACON OF THE WEEK :
Today:
Duane Armstrong
843-726-6795

Next Week:
Bjo Mills
843-217-2840
IF YOUR DEACONS
CAN MINISTER TO YOU IN ANY WAY,
CALL THE CHURCH @ 726-3631

From
Pastor Ralph’s Desk:

Power In Praise
(Part I)
Intro: As we celebrate Thanksgiving this year, I believe that we
need to consider how we carry out our praise and thanksgiving toward our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ. There is no better way to do
this than to step into a Jewish worship service as demonstrated in
Psalm 149. This Psalm gives us a beautiful picture of God’s people
expressing praise and thanksgiving at a level that is clearly seen as
something that is extremely powerful. As a matter of fact, the
power in this praise and thanksgiving service can't be contained. It
moves on in such a way that it makes a large impact upon this
world and Heaven itself. So, let me ask you and us, does our praise
and thanksgiving worship come across as powerful? Does it move
Heaven and Earth? Well, lets examine from this Psalm, power that
is praise.
I. Power in praise is praise that is displayed and demonstrated
very powerfully, vs. 1-5.
In this chapter, praise is powerfully displayed and demonstrated very powerfully in at least three ways.
A. The first way mentioned that they displayed and demonstrated their praise powerfully was through singing. Singing
has always played an important role in praise, worship and thanksgiving and it should continue to do. For God gave us the ability to
be able to sing so that it would be used for the glory of His praise.
Worship should never be something we are in a hurry to do. We
are always looking for ways to cut our worship service. We cut out
a song here and there or we cut out a verse or two, but if we want
to experience power in praise, we will unashamedly sing and sing
much.

Now, it is important that we realize a detail that is often
overlooked about the song that is sang in this chapter. It is called a
new song. Now, why a new song? What is wrong with the old
songs? Maybe they have had such a moving worship service, that
they have sung through all the old songs and now need something
new to sing. However, the more realistic reason is because it seems
as though that God has given Israel some great victory over their
enemies and this new experience needs to be put into song. If it is
put into a song then they can give God praise for what He has just
done for them and they can use the song to teach coming generations of what God did for them on this occasion.
Listen, we must never say that in our praise and thanksgiving to God, that we are going to only sing the old songs because
when we do we are saying that God only worked in the past. We
are saying that He is not at work in our lives in the present. God is
the God of the past, present and future. We better be writing and
singing new songs to tell the stories of God working in our lives
now, not yesterday and what God will do in the future. Praise is
powerful when we are singing the songs of what God has done (old
songs) and what God is doing now (new songs) and what God will
do in the future. Let us experience power in praise as we sing songs
that are old, new and to come, in honor of God’s experiences with
us.
B. The second way that they displayed and demonstrated
their praise powerfully was through the use of musical instruments. We find mentioned in this verse two particular instruments.
They are the tambourine and the harp,. Why were these two instruments specifically mentioned? Well, I didn’t find any real answer
but I think that one person said something that jumped out at me
and that was that these two instruments were often used together.
So, what I take that to be that is that they weren’t satisfied with just
one instrument. They looked around until they had two that they
could use together to powerfully praise God and by the time we get
to the last chapter which is the next chapter, they had gathered together every possible kind of instrument available for the time because God is worthy of being praised in every possible way. It
seems so odd that we will listen on the radio, TV and ipod to songs
and music that we enjoy which use a variety of instruments but

When it comes to worship well we can only use a piano or a pipe
organ. Oh, my friends, God is worthy of all the orchestra of all
times to play every instrument in praise, glory and honor to our
Blessed Lord. Let us pray that God sends us people who can play
every instrument available to us now to experience powerful
praise and the power is praise. I so thank God for our praise team.
I only hope to see it expand.
C. The third way mentioned that they displayed and demonstrated their praise powerfully was through dancing, vs. 3. Israel has used dancing as a means of praising God for a long time.
The Bible says that when Moses and the children of Israel marched
through the Red Sea and God drowned the army of Egypt who was
chasing them that Moses and Miriam led the nation in a new song.
It then tells us that Miriam, Moses’ sister, took a tambourine in her
hand and led all the women together in playing the tambourine and
dancing and singing a song that she wrote. Then the Bible tells us
that when David went to bring the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem, he led the procession all the way back and the Bible tells us
that David was dancing mightily before the Lord as he did.
So, what does this say to us? Do we need to start literally
dancing in our services? Well, if God leads some one to do so, we
certainly want to allow that to happen. However, I think that one
way we can do this is to use what we call interpretive movement. If
God is leading someone or ones to do this, it can be very powerful
in creating dynamic worship of our Lord. More importantly, I believe that what we get out of this is that praise, thanksgiving and
worship involves every aspect of our being. We are bodies, soul
and Spirit and with each together as a whole, we five all the energy
we have to praise God. When we attend our favorite ball teams’
games, we sometimes just come unglued and let it go. There is no
shame in our exuberance of celebration as we shout, sing, encourage and dance our team on to victory. May we let shame be removed and all our energy let out no matter how foolish we may appear. He is worthy of exuberant and powerful praise.
Conclusion: John Phillips said, “The psalmist wanted to see God’s
people happy in the Lord, so happy that it livened their steps, came
out of their fingers and came sounding out of the mouths.”
Also, the great preacher of the past, Charles Hadden

Spurgeon said, “Every mode of expressing delight was bound to be
employed on so memorable an occasion. Dancing, singing and
playing instruments were all called into requisition and most fitly
so...When the Lord saves a soul, it’s Holy joy overflows and it cannot find channels enough for its’ exceeding gratitude: if the man
does not leap or play or sing at any rate, he praises God, and
wishes for a thousand tongues with which to magnify His Savior.
Who would wish it to be otherwise? Young converts are not to be
restrained in their joy. Let them sing and dance while they can.
How can they mourn now that their bridegroom is with them? Let
us give the utmost liberty to joy. Let us never attempt its’ suppression, but issue in the terms of this verse a double license for exultation. If any ought to be glad, it is the children of Zion.”
Let us give praise, thanksgiving and worship very powerfully.
Jesus Loves You
Ralph Lee, Jr.

Announcements
Music Department

The Christmas Cantata Choir met for the
first time this past Wednesday night.
If you missed it, and would like to participate, please see Richard Waitt today.
****************************************************
Wednesday-Friday, November 25th-27th
NO Evening Services
NO Wednesday Night Supper
Office Closed
School Closed
Happy Thanksgiving

Thursday, December 3rd
Quilting Club / 10:00 am
Home of Shirley Jean Wing

Saturday, November 28th
Watchman Prayer Group
8:00 am
******

Christmas Country Store
Gift Bags
This year we will be fixing Gift bags for the residents of the
Nursing Home.
All items need to be placed in a Christmas gift tote bag and
brought to the church by Sunday, November 22nd.
A sign up sheet is in the foyer to sign up to bring a bag for
a woman or man or both.
Thank You
Patricia Malphrus, Grandmother’s Group

Women

Men

1.Ponytail sponges
2. Socks
3. Lotion
4. Hair Brush
5. Tissues
6. Chapstick
7. Toothpaste

1. Aftershave
2. Socks
3. Lotion
4. Comb
5. Tissues
6. Chapstick
7. Toothpaste

Please Pray for our
Southern Baptist Convention
Chaplains of the Week

This Week:
November 22nd

Nathaniel Morgan

November 24th

Margaret Floyd

November 25th

Randy Reynolds

November 26th

Krey Lowther
Carol Hudgens
Renee Malphrus
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Church Needs
Ralph Lee, Jr. - Pastor
Richard Waitt- Music Director
Deacons
Child Dev. Ministries

Bereavement

Leadership
President Barack Obama
United States of America

Hospitals

Ministries
Outreach Ministry
Nominating Committee

Sunday School
Small Groups
SFCA-Donna Carter

Family
Of
Jimmy Clinton

Unspoken
Jonathan Malphrus-Job Search
Ann Malphrus
Greg & Katheryn Mack & Family

Nursing Centers
Elaine Degler-RNC
Thomas Way-Bft. Memorial

Surgery / Recovery
Nicole Cole (11/19)
Marissa Lynch (11/19)

Cancer / Treatments
Sherwood Fender (11/02)
Barry Jones (11/05)
Billy Benton (11/12)
Mya Thurmond (10/26)
Greg Mack (11/16)

Other Health Needs

Betty Nettles (11/19)
Saylor Moser (10/15)
Sarah V. Sanders (10/29)
Leonard Steedly (11/05)
Mike Hodge (11/18)
Joyce Sutler (11/19)

Holly White (11/12)
Ronnie Nettles (11/05)
Gary Breland (11/05)
Max Cole (11/10)
Nathaniel Smoak (11/11)

Called to Ministry
Expecting / Births
N/A

Chris Carter & Family
Robin Gray-Central Asia

Pray For Our Military

Bobby Emerson- Fort Hood-Army
Jared Blanton-Afghanistan
If you have someone who needs listing, call either the
church office a@726-3631 or E.L. Ambrose @ 726-5479.
Thank You
Please Continue To Remember
Ricky Cleland
Mike Hodge
Shirley Malphrus
Rose Boyles
Myia Angala Ellis
Susan L. Vaigneur
Norris Sauls
Lula Floyd
Mary Cope

Dot Nettles
Jimmie Mills
Betty Nettles
Tom Hinely
Olivia Stanley
Joyce Sutler
Kevin Roach
Wofford Malphrus
Lois Bootle

Myrtle Rowell Smith
Billie Langford
Lisa Koon
Mitzi Cramer
Gary Way
Christy Gagel
Vera Miles
Mary Daley

Today’s Prayer Team
Group II
Barbara Mills– Leader
Betty Robertson

Let us go to Philippians
1:11 for more of Paul’s prayer
language. It is my prayer you be
“Filled with Fruits of righteousness (Love, Joy, Peace, Longsuffering, Gentleness, Goodness,
Faith, Meekness, Temperance)
which will come through Jesus
Christ to the glory and praise of
God.”
E.L. Ambrose

Watchman Prayer Service
Saturdays @ 8:00am

Prayer Note
For emergencies
a prayer chain
is available for needs.
You may access
by calling the
church @ 726-3631
Or
E.L. Ambrose @ 726-5479

The Grandmother’s Group and the Gleaners’ Sunday
School class will be having our Annual Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 8th at 11:30am in the MPB.
The meal will be catered by April Malphrus. Please bring
$3.00 for lunch.
Also, bring a $5.00 exchange gift and your Lottie Moon
Offering.
If you have any questions, please contact Patricia Malphrus.
*********************************
Today, November 22nd, the deadline for the Christmas
Bags for the Nursing Home are due. Also the Prisoners Packets
are due on Sunday, November 29th. See Kim Malphrus for more
info.

Business Meeting Announcement
Due to the resignation of Wayne Cooler as Deacon, the
Deacons recommend that the position not be filled until Deacon
Selection in August , 2016.
This will be voted on at the December 9th, 2016 Business
Meeting.

Great Swamp Baptist Church
9009 Tarboro Road, Ridgeland, SC
Office - 726-3631
Fax – 726-3294
Email: greatswampbc@gmail.com
Website: greatswampbaptistchurch.com

Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Ralph Lee, Jr………………………………………………………………………....jehu27@gmail.com
Music Director: Richard Waitt………………………………………………………..waittfamily@embarqmail.com
Sunday School Director: Wallace Malphrus……………………………………………...Josie6@embarqmail.com
Pianist: Michelle Waitt…………………………………………………………………waittfamily@embarqmail.com
Administrative Assistant: Sybil Reynolds……………………………………………......greatswampbc@gmail.com
Treasurer: Faye Lowther…………………………………………………………….......kreyleesmom98@gmail.com
School Administrator: Donna Carter…………………………………………………………..dcarter@hargray.com
Custodian: Ann Malphrus………………………………………………………………....ramalphrus@hargray.com
Landscaper: Wallace Malphrus…………………………………………………………....Josie6@embarqmail.com

Calendar of Events
For
November 23rd through November 29th
Sunday Morning Breakfast (September thru May Only)........................................................................ 8:30AM
Sunday School………….….…………………............................................................................................ 9:45AM
Morning Worship…….….…...…………………........................................................................……….....11:00AM
Evening Worship…….…….……………………..........................................................................................6:00PM
Wednesday Night Supper (September thru May Only)........................................................................... 6:00PM
Wednesday Night Service………………………………...............................................................................7:00PM
Saturday Watchman Prayer…………….………….……….........................................................................8:00AM

Stewardship
Budget Offerings

This Week

Weekly Budget

$3,606.00

$ 4,616.28

-$1,010.28

This Week

*********

Acct. Balances

Poinsettias

$45.00

**********

$63.26

Seniors Fund

$300.00

**********

$1,137.45

Lottie Moon

$5.00

**********

$55.00

Youth Camp

$65.00

**********

$1,671.98

Cemetery Fund

$25.00

**********

$270.00

Dot Lee Scholarship

$55.00

**********

$835.00

WNS

$243.00

**********

$358.78

OCC

$60.00

**********

$283.55

Tithes & Offerings

Designated Funds

Surplus/Deficit
+ / -

Great Swamp Baptist Church
9009 Tarboro Rd.
PO Box 446
Ridgeland, SC 29936

