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Call to Worship
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Latrelle Steedly
Krey Lowther
Next Week:
Annette Malphrus
Krey Lowther

Today:
Debra Daley
Cathryn Daley
Next Week:
Vicky Roberts
Emma Grace

Toll Committee
For
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Bernice Malphrus & Bonnie Pope

DEACON OF THE WEEK :
Today:
Fred Stanley
843-226-5641

Next Week:
Robert O’Dell
843-422-9521
IF YOUR DEACONS
CAN MINISTER TO YOU IN ANY WAY,
CALL THE CHURCH @ 726-3631

From Pastor Ralph’s Desk:
A Journey Right Back Home
Intro: Our Vacation Bible School theme this year was called, “A
Journey Off The Map.” The focus of this theme was the journey that
was taken by Daniel and his three young friends, Shadrack, Meshack
and Abednego. Since the nation of Judah so greatly sinned against
God, He forced them into captivity in a strange land and nation. It
was in this new situation that Daniel and his friends as well as the
rest of the people of Judah discovered that they no longer were living in a place sympathetic to their customs and beliefs. Their journey
was one of many ups and downs but ultimately their journey ended
in victory.
However, for today’s message, I want to talk about a different journey. It was the journey of a young man who took a round trip
that brought him right back home. That wasn't necessarily his goal,
but that is what happened. It is the journey of the Prodigal Son.
I. First, his journey that brought him right back home began for
the wrong purposes, vs 13. This verse tells us that when the prodigal left for a different country. Once there, he “squandered his
wealth in wild living.” what this shows us is that he started this journey for only one primary reason and that was to simply fulfill desires
and pleasures of his flesh. On this journey he wanted to have nothing
to do with his faith; with hard work; with responsibility toward God
or others. He just wanted to party and play. Well this is the journey
that so many of us are on today. God and our faith, hard work, responsibility toward God and others is not the priorities of our lives.

We live just to party and play.

Well we need to remember that God will never honor
nor bless, nor sanction this kind of journey. As a matter of fact
a journey that chooses to largely ignore God will ultimately not
end very well. Is this where you are on your journey of life?
Well wake up because if you stay on this journey just know it
won’t end well.
II. Second, his journey that brought him right back home
was to begin with guided by the wrong person. He went and
asked his dad for his part of the will, not after his dad died as
indicated but now. Basically he was saying I want what is mine
now to do with it whatever I choose to do and go wherever I
choose to go. This is my journey and I will lead it the way I
choose to lead it. I don’t need any ones help on my journey. I
can find my own way thank you.
Well once again this is where we are at in our lives so
often. We think that this journey is my journey and I am going
to live it and control it the way I choose to and I don’t need any
one else to tell me what to do. I do what feels good, or makes
me happy or what is popular in society. Whatever it is though I
am the one leading the way. Well, just how did that work for
the prodigal? Did his control of this journey turn out for his
best interest? Absolutely not and it won’t turn our for our good
as well. We were created to be led by God and nothing else will
satisfy.
I think it is important to notice however, that the father
didn't stop the son from going. He knew that sometimes we
have to let lour children make their own journeys. Understanding that, ultimately it will cause them to see their need for God
to be in control.
III. Third, his journey that brought himright back home led
him to the despised pigs. Now everybody knows this story that
he ended up in the pig pen but a lot of people don’t know the
significance of that is that to the Jews, pigs were unclean animals which they were to avoid. As a matter of fact, it was God
who declared these animals unclean for the Jews. So what we
learn from this is that when you choose to take a journey away

from God; a journey guided by yourself and for the lust of the
flesh, ultimately will lead you to the place which you despise. A
place that doesn’t bring satisfaction at all. A place that reminds
you just how unclean your choices have led you to. The Bible
teaches that the pleasures of sin are only for a season. The Bible also teaches that the wages of sin are death and to him as
he faced those pigs, it was as though he encountered death. So,
just know that if your journey focuses on your leadership and
the pleasures of the flesh, you will soon find your pig pen.
IV. Fourth, his journey that brought him right back home
finally brought him to the right perception, vs 17. This
verse tells us a hopeful statement, “ When he came to his
senses,…” It was in the pig pen that caused him to finally see
how unclean he was and how much better off he was when he
was back home. As a matter of fact, he realized that when he
was home he was better off than he could ever be anywhere.
Under his father’s care and commands, he was safe, satisfied,
properly cared for, loved and had a true purpose to live for.
Now there are a few things we learn from this. First it
was the treatment of his father when he was home that led him
to come to his senses. He repented and decided to come home
because his father’s action from his past drove him to want
once again what he had. Romans 2:4, “Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience,
not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?” If we remind people of the goodness and grace of
our God it will help them to turn from their sinful journey to the
one that will lead them home.
The next thing that is important to remember is that
when we come to our senses and see how unclean we are and
how much the father has done for us, we mustn’t allow it to
drive us to the point of despair thinking we are so unworthy
that the father won’t have us back. He will. It is His desire that
we come back, Amen and Praise the Lord.

Finally, we learn from it that we need to put our right
perception into action. Once he came to his senses, he humbled
himself and began the journey home. In other words, coming to
your senses, getting the right perspective won’t get you right
but it can get you started. But to experience the full repentance,
we must humble ourselves and begin the journey home.
V. Fifth, his journey that brought him right back home was
made possible because of a compassionate person. Of
course that person was his father. Really the message of the
text is more about the father than the son. You can’t help but be
amazed at the actions of the father when he sees his son a long
ways off. I could preach several messages on that story. However, let me simply say that in the greatest of measures, the father let his son know and us know that we are welcome home.
If our God wasn’t compassionate, loving and forgiving,
our journey home would have ended in the pig pen. But because of who He is and what he’s done, over-whelmingly, lets
us know we can come home and find arms open wide.

Jesus Love You,
Ralph Lee, Jr.

Savannah River Baptist
Association

ANNUAL MISSIONS
EMPHASIS
Clarence & Christine Hanshew
Offering
for Associational Missions

PLEASE COME TO A
SURPRISE BIRTHDAY PARTY
FOR:
WHEN:
WHERE:

Lane Malphrus
Thursday, June 23, 2016 6:00 pm
Great Swamp Baptist Church MPB

No presents, please.
Contact:
Mary (Malphrus) Cooper
memcooper64@yahoo.com or by Facebook Private Message
803-348-2785

Seniors Announcement
It is that time of year once again. A sign-up sheet
is in the Lobby for those who plan on attending. A nonrefundable deposit of $25.00 is due NOW. By then we
will begin to put together a room list, so you your know
your balance.

Announcements

The Quilting Club is meeting in the Old Parsonage
Thursday, June 23rd @ 10:00am

Watchman Prayer Group
Saturday, June 25th @ 8:00 am

Operation Christmas Child
For the month of June, we are collecting:

Toothbrushes
&
Toothpaste

GSBC Prayer Pages June 19, 2016
Church Needs

Bereavement

Leadership
President Barack Obama
United States of America

Ministries
Outreach Ministry
Nominating Committee

Sunday School
Small Groups
SFCA-Donna Carter

Ralph Lee, Jr. - Pastor
Richard Waitt- Music Director
Deacons
Child Dev. Ministries

Family
Of
Florrie Bell

Unspoken
Jonathan Malphrus-Job Search
Ann Malphrus
Max Cole

Hospitals

Nursing Centers

Wofford Malphrus-Effingham County Hospital

Elaine Degler-RNC

Surgery / Recovery

Cancer / Treatments
Barry Jones (5/26)
Joyce Sutler (5/26)
Jerry Southers (5/26)
Kanoa Boross (5/19)
Leo Smerglia (6/16)

Brandi Freeman (5/26)
Randy Reynolds (6/09))
Matthew Davis (5/26)
Pam Altman (5/26)

Other Health Needs
Saylor Moser (6/16)
Myrtle Rowell Smith (5/19)
Deanna Davenport (5/23)
Mary Cope (6/1)
April Malphrus (6/1)
Bill Carter (6/8)
Li Li Carter (6/8)
Grace Boyles (6/12)
Jimmie Cleland (6/16)
Johnny Westbury (6/13)
Connie Benton (6/16)

Expecting / Births
Beth Reynolds Cabiness—July 16th
Vanessa Smoak -December 17th

Rick Orlick (6/16)
Tucker Byrd (5/23)
Bobby Smith (5/26)
Margaret Nelson (5/26)
Christina Nettles (5/26)
Amanda Henley (5/26)
Patricia Malphrus (6/2)
Wanda Lowther (6/2)
Deanna Davenport (6/6)
Robin Malphrus (6/16)

Called to Ministry
Chris Carter & Family
Robin Gray-Central Asia

Pray For Our Military

, 2016

Ministries
Outreach Ministry
ominating Committee

Bereavement
Family
Of
Florrie Bell

Bobby Emerson- Fort Hood-Army
Jared Blanton-Home
If you have someone who needs listing, call either the
church office a@726-3631 or E.L. Ambrose @ 726-5479.
Thank You
Please Continue To Remember

rsing Centers

aine Degler-RNC

er / Treatments

arry Jones (5/26)
oyce Sutler (5/26)
ry Southers (5/26)
noa Boross (5/19)
o Smerglia (6/16)

Ricky Cleland
Mike Hodge
Shirley Malphrus
Rose Boyles
Myia Angala Ellis
Susan L. Vaigneur
Lula Floyd
Mary Cope
Judy Smith
Jeffrey Stanley

Dot Nettles
Jimmie Mills
Betty Nettles
Tom Hinely
Olivia Stanley
Teddy Scwab
Kevin Roach
Wofford Malphrus
Lois Bootle
Lane Malphrus

Myrtle Rowell Smith
Billie Langford
Lisa Koon
Gary Way
Christy Gagel
Vera Miles
Mary Daley
Leonard Steedly
Barbara Mills

Today’s Prayer Team
Group IV
E.L. Ambrose— Leader
Mack Pope, Jr.
Kevin Malphrus

rlick (6/16)
Byrd (5/23)
Smith (5/26)
Nelson (5/26)
Nettles (5/26)
Henley (5/26)
Malphrus (6/2)
Lowther (6/2)
avenport (6/6)
alphrus (6/16)

to Ministry

arter & Family
ray-Central Asia

In calling on God, a prerequisite is to acknowledge His
sovereignty and authority over
our lives. Praying to God must be
shaped in what God says about
the things we are seeking help in.
E.L. Ambrose

Watchman Prayer Service
Saturdays @ 8:00am

Prayer Note
For emergencies
a prayer chain
is available for needs.
You may access
by calling the
church @ 726-3631
Or
E.L. Ambrose @ 726-5479

June 19th

Gerald Boyles

June 20th

Mary Daley
Gail Malphrus

June 22nd

Betty Robertson
Angel Cole
Amanda Hodges

June 23rd

Kate Smith
Ryder Smith
Lane Malphrus

June 25th

Tina Madison

Great Swamp Baptist Church
9009 Tarboro Road, Ridgeland, SC
Office - 726-3631
Fax – 726-3294
Email: greatswampbc@gmail.com
Website: greatswampbaptistchurch.com

Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Ralph Lee, Jr………………………………………………………………………....jehu27@gmail.com
Music Director: Richard Waitt………………………………………………………..waittfamily@embarqmail.com
Sunday School Director: Wallace Malphrus……………………………………………...Josie6@embarqmail.com
Pianist: Michelle Waitt…………………………………………………………………waittfamily@embarqmail.com
Administrative Assistant: Sybil Reynolds……………………………………………......greatswampbc@gmail.com
Treasurer: Faye Lowther…………………………………………………………….......kreyleesmom98@gmail.com
School Administrator: Donna Carter…………………………………………………………..dcarter@hargray.com
Custodian: Ann Malphrus………………………………………………………………....ramalphrus@hargray.com
Landscaper: Wallace Malphrus…………………………………………………………....Josie6@embarqmail.com

Calendar of Events
For
June 19th through June 25th
Sunday Morning Breakfast (September thru May Only)........................................................................ 8:30AM
Sunday School………….….…………………............................................................................................ 9:45AM
Morning Worship…….….…...…………………........................................................................……….....11:00AM
Evening Worship…….…….……………………..........................................................................................6:00PM
Wednesday Night Supper (September thru May Only)........................................................................... 6:00PM
Wednesday Night Service………………………………...............................................................................7:00PM
Saturday Watchman Prayer…………….………….……….........................................................................8:00AM

Stewardship
Budget Offerings

This Week

Weekly Budget

$3,439.95

$ 4,828.76

-$1,388.81

This Week

*********

Acct. Balances

Cemetery

$50.00

**********

$120.00

Hanshew Offering

$20.00

**********

$105.00

VBS

$42.00

**********

$1,325.79

Gleaners SS Class

$49.00

**********

$284.35

OCC (From VBS)

$308.02

**********

$871.57

Tithes & Offerings
Designated Funds

Surplus/Deficit
+ / -

Great Swamp Baptist Church
9009 Tarboro Rd.
PO Box 446
Ridgeland, SC 29936

