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Prelude                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

Call To Worship                                                   

 Hymn # 10 “How Great Thou Art”                                     

The Welcome   

Announcements                                          Pastor Ralph Lee, Jr.   

 

Invocation                                                                      Bjo Mills 

      

Selections of Praise & Worship 

         “Days of Elijah”                                   

     

We Pray for Special Needs 

Pastoral & Offertory Prayer                        Pastor Ralph Lee, Jr.     

Offertory Special                                          GSBC Praise Band

          “Your Words”               

        

Message            Pastor Ralph Lee, Jr.                                            

                                                                                                                                            

Invitation  

 

Benediction 

 



Nursery Workers   

 

 

 

 

Today:  

Pam Stanley 

  Olivia  

Next Week:  

Pat Bryan 

  Alice Way 

Today:                                        
Bjo Mills 

843-271-2840 

IF YOUR DEACONS  

                         CAN MINISTER TO YOU IN ANY WAY, 

                                                                CALL THE CHURCH @ 726-3631 
 

 

         DEACON OF THE WEEK :  

      
 
                           

 

 
 
 

 
Today:  
 Betty Robertson 
Krey Lowther 
 
Next Week:  
 Mike Mingledorff 
Krey Lowther 
   

Next Week:                         
Fred Stanley 

843-226-5641 
                                   

Toll Committee 
                               For May 

                 Alice Way & Pat Malphrus 



From Pastor Ralph’s Desk:  

Luke’s Description of Our Lord’s Ascension 
(Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-11) 

Intro: If I were to ask how many of you have ever been to a Cantata or musical 

that was exclusively about our Lord’s Ascension, I am absolutely sure that my 

answer would be exactly none.  For I have never known or ever heard of any can-

tata or musical or play that was written exclusively on our Lord’s ascension. As a 

matter of fact, you can open our hymn book and you can find songs written that 

focus on practically every aspect of Jesus’ life, ministry, death and resurrection 

but you won’t find one whose main subject is the ascension. Yet, the ascension 

was an event in the life of Christ that was just as real and factual as all the other 

events in His life. It was just as important and necessary as well as all of the 

other major aspects of His life. We should celebrate it like we celebrate all the 

other major events of His life. So, let us examine Luke’s description of our Lord’s 

ascension. Understanding it will help us understand why we should celebrate it. 

I. First, let us notice that Luke’s describes the place of our Lord’s ascension. 

 Well the text clearly tells us that the ascension took place in the vicinity 

of Bethany. So, the question is why did He choose this area as the place of ascen-

sion? Well, I believe that there are some very clear reasons why. 

 A. First, Bethany was for Jesus a place of satisfying commemorations.  In 

the life of Jesus and His followers, Bethany was a place of many wonderful ex-

periences. It was here at Bethany where they often stayed in the home of Mary, 

Martha and Lazarus while carrying out our Lord’s ministry in Jerusalem. It was 

also here that Mary anointed  Jesus with expensive perfume which Jesus said was 

preparing Him for His death. Also, it was from here that Jesus began His trium-

phal march into Jerusalem. Of course, it was here that Jesus raised Lazarus from 

the dead. There were also many other things that happened I’m sure that we don’t 

have recorded. 

  



 So, I believe that Jesus was ascended from here, a place with many 

sweet memories of Him and His followers to say to them that He had loved 

every  moment with them and that the ascension would not stop Him from be-

ing with them. Though He was going away from them, through the Holy Spirit 

He would still be with them to create many more wonderful memories with 

them in the future to come. 

 Also, I believe that He ascended from this place of so many satisfying 

memories to encourage His followers to go our and tell others of the great 

things that He did for them here and to tell them that they too can experience 

Him and have many great memories of Him as well when they commit their 

lives to Him. 

 B. Second, Bethany was for Jesus a place of sweet communion.  The 

disciples had not only experienced many wonderful times with Jesus like at 

Bethany but they also had had a lot of precious fellowship and great commu-

nication with Jesus here. Here He had taught them many wonderful truths 

about Himself as well as what He expected of them. Here He taught Martha 

that it was more important to set at His feet and learn from Him than to hurry 

around with busy activity. It was also, here that He taught Mary, Martha and 

His disciples that He was the Resurrection and the Life. There were many 

more wonderful things that He spoke to them about right here. So, I believe 

that He ascended from here to say to them that His communion and communi-

cation wasn’t going to cease just because He was going away.  Rather, He 

wanted them to know that their communion with Him was now raised to a new 

level. It was now raised with Christ into the very throne room of Heaven, 

(Eph. 2: 5-6).So, thank God for the ascension because now our conversation 

with Jesus is in glory.  

II. Second, let us notice that Luke describes the purpose of our Lord’s 

ascension. 

 In chapter nine and verse fifty-one, Luke tells us that, “as the time 

approached for Him to be taken up to Heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Je-

rusalem.”  so, according to this verse, it was planned and destined for Jesus 

to ascend back to Heaven. Now, there was a distinct reason for it to have hap-

pened the way it did and from where it happened. From Bethany, yu could 

either practically see or at least walk to, in a very short time, most of the 

places where the major events of Jesus’ life tool place. His place of birth was 

just a short way down the road. The temple where He, as a twelve year old 

boy, amazed the teachers of the Law was within view. Of course, right there 

was where He raised Lazarus from the dead. It was also close by where He  



prayed in the garden of Gethsemane, “not my will be done but thine.” it 

was close by where He was crucified and resurrected. So, by ascending 

from this place so close to all of these other places, God was showing 

that He was openly before them bringing Him back to glory in a way 

that they would have no doubt that Jesus had accomplished every task 

that He was sent to do to fulfill our complete and total salvation. The 

Father was saying I want you disciples to see that I am taking Him 

home in your presence so that you will have no doubt that there was 

anything else Jesus needed to do to fulfill His mission and to bring us 

eternal salvation. 

 The next reason for the ascension was to demonstrate who Je-

sus was and therefore was worthy of this kind of ascension. In Luke’s 

gospel and the Book of Acts description of His ascension, they both tell 

us that Jesus was “taken up before their very eyes.”  This means that 

Jesus was carried back to glory as the King of Glory and as our Lord 

and Savior and as the Son of God who came and accomplished His mis-

sion. He was worthy of being carried out showing that He was who He 

had claimed to have been and that He had completed His mission and 

that the Heavenly Father was totally proud of Him and wanted us to 

know. Oh, let us praise the one worthy to be carried up to the very 

throne room of Heaven at the right hand of the Father. 

III. Third, let us notice that Luke describes the priestly function of 

His ascension, vs 50-51. 

 Luke’s description of the ascension is indeed one of 

the most beautiful pictures in all of the Word of God. The 

reason why is because of what Jesus was doing as He was 

preparing to ascend and as He was ascending. We are told 

that there was only one thing that He was doing. That one 

thing wasn’t instructing them; nor was He berating them; 

nor was He teaching them; nor was He giving them counsel 

or guidance. No He was doing one thing and one thing only 

and that one thing is what matters and this is one of the most 

beautiful pictures in the Word of God. The one thing He was 

doing was blessing them. 

 Now, we know throughout the Old Testament that the   

 



High Priest had as one of his responsibilities, the blessing of the people 

of God. Well, Jesus has become for us our one true High Priest. As a 

matter of fact, He came into our world from the start to be our true and 

permanent High Priest because He came into the world blessing us. 

The first two chapters of Luke’s Gospel uses the word blessing eight 

times. Then He leaves us blessing us, and all in between His coming to 

bless us and His leaving blessing us, He blessed us with His life, death 

and resurrection. As John said, He came into the world not to condemn 

the word but that the world trough Him might be saved. 

 Well the good news is that someone might say that once He 

ascended that the blessing stops. However, nothing could be further 

from the truth for He continues the priestly function in Heaven as He 

intercedes to the Father on our behalf. The author of Hebrews gives us 

this assurance. “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has 

ascended into Heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the 

faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to em-

pathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in 

every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then approach 

God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy 

and find grace to help us in our time of need.” (Hebrews 4:14-16)  

IV. Fourth, let us notice that Luke describes the place Jesus was 

taken to. 

 In both his gospels and the Book of Acts, Luke lets us know that 

Jesus ascended to only one place and it was the place He left to come 

into this world and that place was Heaven.  This reminds us of what 

Jesus said in John 14:1-6. that He will be going to His Father’s house 

and there He will be preparing a place for us and will come one day 

and bring us to that place.  

 So, Heaven is a place that is real,. It is also the place where 

God is at and it is the place where we will spend eternity with Him. 

Most importantly is the fact that the only way to get there is through 

Christ. He is the only way to the Father. Oh, thank the Lord that He 

ascended there and so will we too, through Him. 

V. Fifth, let us notice that Luke describes the priaise 

given to Jesus as He ascended, vs 52-53. 

 Now, one would have thought that for the disciples 

that the ascension would have been a time of sadness.  

 



 However, Luke tells us that just the opposite happened the  dis-

ciples were worshipping Him with great joy and continue to do so fol-

lowing the ascension. Then the question is, why were they rejoicing? 

 A. First, they rejoiced because through the ascension, Jesus 

removed all their doubts. Once they saw Jesus ascend in the manner 

that He did, they knew at that point that Jesus was exactly whom He 

claimed to be all along and that everything He did indeed had fulfilled 

its purpose. They didn’t have to fret anymore, and nor do we. Listen to 

the words of J.C. Ryle, “The disciples rejoiced, because now for the 

first time they saw all things clearly about their Master. The veil was 

removed from their eyes, the darkness had at length passed away. The 

meaning of Christ’s humiliation and low estate,—the meaning of His 

being Messiah and yet a sufferer,—the meaning of His being crucified, 

and yet being Son of God,—all, all was at length unraveled and made 

plain. They saw it all. They understood it all. Their doubts were re-

moved. Their stumbling-blocks were taken away. Now at last they pos-

sessed clear knowledge, and possessing clear knowledge felt unmingled 

joy.” Oh, what joy we have for the ascension assures us just who our 

Jesus is. 

 B. Second, they rejoiced because through the ascension, Jesus 

received what He deserved. As they watch Jesus ascend in such a mag-

nificent  manner, they couldn't help but praise Him and rejoice over 

Him for who He was and what He had done. He was worthy to be lifted 

up in this and the only proper thing to do was to rejoice for Him and 

Him because He was totally worthy of this kind of exaltation. So, it is 

that we should be carrying this worship and praise on for though we 

weren’t there, through the witness of the disciples that were, we know it 

actually happened and with them we praise Him because He alone is 

worthy of this kind of ascension and don't forget to continue the praise 

or because He assured us that He will come back and get us to be with 

Him. So, let the praise carry on. 

 

 

     Jesus Love You 

                         Ralph Lee, Jr 



Quilt Auction 
 

 The quilt on the back wall is up for auction. This quilt top 

was made by Mary Daley. It was inspired by the song, “Love 

Grew Where the Blood Fell” by John Starnes.  The GSBC Quilt 

Club did the quilting. 

 

 The Auction begins today and runs through TONIGHT 

following the Evening Worship Service. Proceeds from the auc-

tion will go to the SFCA Gymnasium. Bidding starts at $50.00 

 

Love Grew Where the Blood Fell 

By John Starnes 

 

See my Jesus on the cross, the people crying 

Looking on, a man would think it tragedy 

But what the world could not see 

Was when they nailed Him to that tree 

It would break the chains of sin’s captivity. 

 

Love grew where the blood fell 

Flow’rs of hope sprang up for men in misery 

Sin died where the blood fell 

I’m so glad this precious blood has covered me. 

 

Thorns of violence, thorns of hate were growing wildly, 

 

All the pain that sin had caused was plain to see 

But when the blood came streaming down that cross 

Where my Saviour bled and died 

It broke the chains of sin and set me free 

 

Love grew where the blood fell 

Flow’rs of hope sprang up for men in misery 

Sin died where the blood fell 

I’m so glad this precious blood has covered me. 



 

 

VBS Chicken Dinner 

Fundraiser 

Sunday, May 7th 

Following  

Morning Worship 





 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 If you would like to make a donation to the youth camp fund or 

sponsor a youth for their remaining balance of youth camp, please con-

tact Michelle Waitt at 843-597-1322.  OR, just put your donation in an 

envelope marked "Youth Camp Scholarship" and make a note if you are 

designating the donation for a specific youth member. 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Look Up Lodge is assisting the cost of higher education 

by awarding college scholarships. The value of this year’s schol-

arship is $1,000.00 

 See Michelle Waitt for more info. 

      



May 1st  E.L. Ambrose 
 
   Connie Benton 
 
   Forrest Bowen 
 
May 4th  Dorthie Armstrong 
 
   Hannah Bowen 
 
May 6th  Josh Ford 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 May 3rd  Calvin & Pat Bryan 
 
 May 5th  Mack & Bonnie Pope 
 
     
    

  

RECOMMENDATION 
 

 It is recommended to the church that Mike Davis to serve 

on the Nominating Committee replacing Michael Fitzhugh. This 

will be voted on at the May 10th Business Meeting. 



Menu 
Hamburgers / Hot Dogs 

Tater Tots 

Baked Beans 

Dessert 

Tea & Coffee 

 

 Robin / Ann / Timmy Cooking Team 

  
 



Church Needs 

Sunday School 

Small Groups 

SFCA-Donna Carter 

Gym Completion 

Ministries 

Outreach Ministry 

Nominating Committee 

 

 

Ralph Lee, Jr. - Pastor 

Richard Waitt- Music Director 

Deacons 

Child Dev. Ministries 

 

Leadership 

President Donald Trump     

United States of America 

Cancer / Treatments 

Barry Jones (4/20) 

Mitzi Cramer (4/6) 

Susan L. Vaigneur (4/27) 

Becky Floyd (4/6) 

David Lee( Cancer Free) (4/9) 

Wallace Roberts (4/13) 

Diane Thames (4/13) 

Maxie Mason (4/20) 

Clifford Gaylord (4/27) 

Called to Ministry 

 

Chris Carter & Family 
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Jimmie Cleland (4/6) 

Truett Vaigneur (4/6) 

Audrey Key (4/13) 

Connie Benton (4/20) 

Myra Malphrus (3/30) 

Dot Dean (3/30) 

Jesse Hinojosa (4/2) 

Eve Calhoun (4/6) 

Raymond (Lloyd Freeman’s Friend) (4/13) 

Tony Blanton (4/27) 

 

 

 

Expecting / Births 

Victoria Keiffer                            

Other Health Needs 

        Nursing Centers 

 Elaine Degler-RNC 

Wofford Malphrus-Effingham 

County Rehab. Center 

Harriot Lawson-RNC 

              

Bereavement 
Family Of 

 

 

Hospitals  
 

 

Ron Davis (4/27) 

Betty Robertson (4/27) 

Vera Floyd (3/30) 

Ann Blocker (3/30) 

Vera Miles (4/6) 

Robin Malphrus 93/30) 

Justin Lane (4/20) 

Judy Smith (4/20) 

Ronnie Malphrus (4/20) 

 

Surgery / Recovery 

Gail Malphrus (4/27) 

Robin Holmes (4/6) 

Duane Armstrong (3/30) 

Bess Parnell (4/6) 

Carol Carter (04/11) 

 

 

 

Unspoken 

Lloyd Freeman 

Fred & Pam Stanley & Family 

Ryan Tuyls 

Tim Cramer Family 



Cancer / Treatments 

Barry Jones (4/20) 

Mitzi Cramer (4/6) 

Susan L. Vaigneur (4/27) 

Becky Floyd (4/6) 

David Lee( Cancer Free) (4/9) 

Wallace Roberts (4/13) 

Diane Thames (4/13) 

Maxie Mason (4/20) 

Clifford Gaylord (4/27) 

Bobby Emerson- Fort Hood-Army 

Jared Blanton-Home 

Matthew Mills-Va-US Marines 

Jericho Malphrus-Air Force 

If you have someone who needs listing, call either the  

church office a@726-3631 or E.L. Ambrose @ 726-5479. 

Thank You 

Pray For Our Military 

       

      Today’s Prayer Team 

                                                  

Group I 
Patricia Malphrus-Leader 

Truett Vaigneur 
Shirley Malphrus 

Vera Miles 

 
Watchman Prayer Service  

Saturdays @ 8:00am 

 

Prayer Note 
For emergencies  

a prayer chain  

is available for needs.   

You may access 

by calling the  

church @ 726-3631  

Or 

 E.L. Ambrose @ 726-5479 

Please Continue To Remember 

Ricky Cleland 

Mike Hodge 

Shirley Malphrus 

Rose Boyles 

Lula Floyd 

Mary Cope 

Judy Smith 

Jeffrey Stanley 

Joyce Sutler 

 

 

Dot Nettles 

Betty Nettles 

Tom Hinely 

Olivia Stanley 

Lois Bootle 

Lane Malphrus 

Grace Boyles 

Patricia Malphrus 

Scott Boyles 

Brian Freeman 

 

Billie Langford 

Gary Way 

Christy Gagel 

Vera Miles  

Mary Daley  

Leonard Steedly  

Barbara Mills 

Rodney Malphrus, Sr. 

Lanell Smith 
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 Revival is renewal for a 
Christian. A time for looking 
ahead. We might call it account-
ability time before God. Prayer will 
open us up and reveal the things 
we need to get right with our Lord.  
  E.L. Ambrose  



Announcements  

 

Grandmother’s Group 

 Tuesday, May 2nd @ 11:30am 

                              Kitchen Shower 

For the Stanley Family 

 

 

 

The Quilting Club is meeting in the  

Old Parsonage 

Thursday, May 4th @ 10:00am 

 

 

Watchman Prayer Group 

 Saturday, May 6th @ 8:00 am 

 

Save The Date 
 

Saturday, June 10th @6:30pm 

Wedding of 

Michael Allen Daley & Taylor Corley Burnette 

2003 Bees Creek Rd—Ridgeland, SC 

RSVP by May 1, 2017 

By email: tdaley2017@gmail.com 

 

VBS Craft List 
Elmer’s Glue 

Regular Popsicle Sticks 

Tongue Depressor Popsicle Sticks 

Small seashells (no larger than thumb) 

Magnet Strips 

Black Nylon Cord 

Permanent Markers 

White Paper Plates 

Sidewalk Chalk 



Budget Offerings This Week 

 

Weekly Budget Surplus/Deficit 

+    /     -  

Tithes & Offerings $3,657.35 $ 4,943.56 -$1,286.21 

Designated Funds This Week ********* Acct. Balances 

SMB $78.00 ********** $667.87 

WNS $245.75 ********** $714.76 

Easter Lilies $60.00 ********** $0.00 

VBS $50.00 ********** $144.34 

SFCA Repairs (Grayco) $88.98 ********** $332.09 

SFCA Exterminator $147.50 ********** $0.00 

SFCA Trash Pick Up $125.00 ********** $125.00 

SFCA Security $51.90 ********** $51.90 

SFCA Electric $1,716.04 ********** $1,706.04 

SFCA Janitorial Supplies $500.00 ********** $1,017.50 

 
Great Swamp Baptist Church 

9009 Tarboro Road, Ridgeland, SC  
Office - 726-3631          Fax – 726-3294 

Email: greatswampbc@gmail.com      

Website: greatswampbaptistchurch.com 
 

 Church Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Ralph Lee, Jr………………………………………………………………………....jehu27@gmail.com 

Music Director: Richard Waitt………………………………………………………..waittfamily@embarqmail.com 

Sunday School Director: Wallace Malphrus……………………………………………...Josie6@embarqmail.com 
Pianist: Michelle Waitt…………………………………………………………………waittfamily@embarqmail.com 

Administrative Assistant: Sybil Reynolds……………………………………………......greatswampbc@gmail.com 

School Administrator: Donna Carter…………………………………………………………..dcarter@hargray.com 
Custodian: Ann Malphrus………………………………………………………………....ramalphrus@hargray.com 

Landscaper: Wallace Malphrus…………………………………………………………....Josie6@embarqmail.com 
 

Calendar of Events 

For 
April 30th through May 6th 

 
Sunday Morning Breakfast (September thru May Only)........................................................................ 8:30AM 
Sunday School………….….…………………............................................................................................  9:45AM 

Morning Worship…….….…...…………………........................................................................……….....11:00AM 

Evening Worship…….…….……………………..........................................................................................6:00PM  
Wednesday Night Supper (September thru May Only)........................................................................... 6:00PM 

Wednesday Night Service………………………………...............................................................................7:00PM 

Saturday Watchman Prayer…………….………….……….........................................................................8:00AM                                  
Stewardship   

mailto:greatswamp@islc.net
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