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Great Swamp Baptist Church 

 

April 2, 2017 

 Sunday Morning Worship 
11:00 AM 

 

                                                                            

Prelude                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

Call To Worship                                                   

 Hymn # 533         “He Lives”        

                                      

The Welcome   

Announcements                                          Pastor Ralph Lee, Jr.   

 

Invocation                                                                Fred Stanley 

      

Selections of Praise & Worship 

   “Mighty To Save” 

    “How He Loves” 

We Pray for Special Needs 

Pastoral & Offertory Prayer                        Pastor Ralph Lee, Jr.     

Offertory Special                                           GSBC Praise Band 

   “The Love of God” 

                                                                                                                                                          

Message            Pastor Ralph Lee, Jr.     

 

Invitation  

 

Benediction 

 

 



Nursery Workers   

 

 

 

 

Today:  

Vanessa Smoak 

  Jason Smoak  

Next Week:  

Anita Blanton 

  Alyssa  

Today:                                        
Fred Stanley 

843-226-5641 

IF YOUR DEACONS  

                         CAN MINISTER TO YOU IN ANY WAY, 

                                                                CALL THE CHURCH @ 726-3631 
 

 

         DEACON OF THE WEEK :  

      
 
                           

 

 
 
 

 
Today:  
 Dorthie Armstrong 
Krey Lowther 
 
Next Week:  
 Latrelle Steedly 
Krey Lowther 
   

Next Week:                         
Robert O’Dell 

843-422-9521 
                                   

Toll Committee 
                               For April 

                 Helen Malphrus & Anita Blanton 



From Pastor Ralph’s Desk:  

You Love 
(I John 2:1-17) 

Intro: By many groups, Baptist have been accused of having a very light view of 

sin. This reason why is because of our teaching on the doctrine of eternal secu-

rity. They say that this doctrine gives people confide4nce to go ahead and sin 

since we are eternally secure. Tragically, this is a false view of the doctrine of 

eternal security. For we believe that if you are eternally saved, you will be eter-

nally changed. We believe that true eternal salvation will change your behavior  

for good and for the cause of  Christ. What John in his writing shows us is that 

the primary way that eternal salvation is going to change us is to lead us to live a 

life of love. I have simply entitled my message, “You Love”. 

I. First, let us notice that you love because you are a child of God, vs 3-5.  

 John is very clear that if you have a genuine relationship with the Lord, 

in other words, if you are a child of God, it will be seen by the fact that you are 

following His command to love. He says that God’s love is made completer in us 

when we are following His command to love Him and one another. So, what he is 

telling us is that love is what a child of God does because he or she belongs to the 

God of love. They are His child and therefore that leads to a life of love because 

of His love in us. 

 I personally can assure you that the people in any life who have shown 

me  genuine love, love that impacted my life for good have been those who have a 

real relationship with the Lord. His love oozed out of their lives and drew me to 

them because they were and are such a pleasure to be around. So, remember if 

love is not a focal point of your life, then you may not be a child of God because 

again love is what we do.  

II. Second, let us notice that you love because you want to be like Christ, vs 6.  

 John tells us in this verse that if we claim to belong to Jesus Christ, then 

we are going to seek to live as He did when He walked upon the earth.     



 As a matter of fact, the truth is though Jesus has ascended back to 

glory, He still walks and lives among us through the Holy Spirit who leads us 

to live out a life of love. This means that the world has an opportunity to see 

that Jesus is still among us and they see Him working through our lives. We 

become His hands, His feet, His eyes, and His mouth in the world today. 

Nothing else will speak louder that we are seeking to walk as Jesus did then 

when we are loving. 

 Now, it is important to remind you that the way Jesus loved was with 

sacrificial love. So, it is important that we do not place the world’s view of 

l9ove with the kind of love that Jesus did and does through us. The world will 

know that we love like Jesus when we love with a sacrificial love. Does the 

church and the world take notice that our love is sacrificial? That is when 

they will see Jesus in us. 

III. Third, let us notice that you love because you want to join the centu-

ries, vs 7-8. 

 John reminds us in these verses that love is not a new commandment 

at all but rather it has been with us from the beginning. It was with us down 

through the centuries when God gave this command to the children of Israel 

as they marched through the wilderness on their way to the Promise Land. So, 

when we practice God’s love in this life, then we are joining the centuries of 

those of the past with whom God gave this commandment. 

 However, as I pointed out last week from Psalm 136, that when we 

participate in the activities of God’s love, we are not only joining in on the 

centuries, that mankind, under God’s leadership, have demonstrated God’s 

love but we actually join in on the activity of the centuries of eternity. So, 

when we are loving through His love, we have joined in on the activity of eter-

nity. 

 Now, it is important on this point that we realize that John also said 

that the commandment of love is not only old , even eternal, but that it is also 

new. Now, I believer what he means is that the old is new in the sense that 

Christ Himself has stepped into our world and shows us how the old, old com-

mandment of love should be perfectly fleshed out. When we join in the activity 

of God’s love, we move centuries back to when Christ demonstrated it for us 

and we join with Him in loving the world to the saving grace of our blessed 

Lord. 

 So, if we want to do the one thing that, not hundreds, thousands, mil-

lions or even billions of years old, but eternally, then join in with the love of 

God and you will be a part of the eternal centuries of love.  



IV. Fourth, let us notice the you love because you want to demon-

strate your claim, vs 9-11. 

 In these verses, John is saying that anyone who claims to like 

the light but hates his brother is actually making a false claim. Your 

claim is only valid when you are living a life of love. Anything else just 

leads to darkness. So, the question should be, do others see light in our 

lives or darkness because they are absent of love? Let it be said of us 

that our claims of living in the light are true because we have shown the 

love of God to those around us.  

V. Fifth, let us notice that you love because you want to show your 

true citizenship, vs 15-17. 

 Our journeys of life began in this world except in the heart and 

mind  of God who knew us in eternity past. For us, we see our journey 

from the point of view of our conception and birth here in this world 

and our growing and maturing in this world. This world has become 

our home. 

 However, when we met Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, 

we became dual citizens. We became citizens of this world and that 

eternal home that we call Heaven. Now, the difference between the two 

is that our earthly home has become corrupt because of the presence of 

sin which we introduced to it. The introduction of sins has changed vir-

tually everything that exists. This corruption is against everything that 

is pleasing to God. Heaven, on the other hand, is absolutely absent of 

sin and therefore is absent of corruption because it is the home of God 

and it is also our eternal home. It is a place where love is 100% ful-

filled for eternity.  

 Therefore, though we live here for now, we need to start show-

ing the world that our eternal citizenship is not here but there in the 

place of eternal love by showing an d sharing that love here and now 

and that is the will of God for our lives.  

Conclusion:  you love or you don’t and those that do are those who 

have been impacted by His eternal love. Won’t you let His eternal love 

save you forever so that you can share His love here and now and for-

ever.       

 

     Jesus Love You 

                         Ralph Lee, Jr.  



 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Sunday, April 9th 

                                      During 

Children’s Church 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Look Up Lodge is assisting the cost of higher education 

by awarding college scholarships. The value of this year’s schol-

arship is $1,000.00 

 See Michelle Waitt for more info. 

      

 

 

 Anyone who has any fresh palm 

fronds you would like to donate for the 

Easter Cantata, see Richard Waitt or 

call the church office. 

  Thank You 



 

 If you would like to 

make a donation to the youth 

camp fund or sponsor a youth 

for their remaining balance of 

youth camp, please contact Mi-

chelle Waitt at 843-597-

1322.  OR, just put your dona-

tion in an envelope marked 

"Youth Camp Scholarship" and 

make a note if you are desig-

nating the donation for a spe-

cific youth member. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017-2018 

After School Care 

K-3——6th Grades 

 

Sign Up in the school office 

 if you are interested 
 





 
 
 
 
April 4th   Nancy Rivera 
April 5th   Gracie Lang 
    Sid Broschard 
April 6th   Scott Boyles  
  
 
 
 
 
April 2nd  Mike & Wanda Davis 
April 4th  David & Cassandra Bradley 
April 6th  Charles & Bernice Malphrus 
 
  
           
  

CONNECT Saturday 
April 8th 

9:00 am 

Meet in MPB to get assignments to go out in teams. 



Menu 
Catfish Stew 

Chicken fingers 

Tater Tots 

Salad / Bread 

Dessert 

Tea & Coffee 

 Roberts Family Cooking Team 
 

$5.00 each or $15.00 for a family of 4 or more 



Unspoken 

Chet Egerdahl & Family 

Lloyd Freeman 

Fred & Pam Stanley & Family 

Ministries 

Outreach Ministry 

Nominating Committee 

 

 

Ralph Lee, Jr. - Pastor 

Richard Waitt- Music Director 

Deacons 

Child Dev. Ministries 

 

Leadership 

President Donald Trump     

United States of America 

Cancer / Treatments 

Barry Jones (3/23) 

Mitzi Cramer (3/9) 

Erma Steedly (3/2) 

Bess Parnell (3/2) 

Becky Floyd (3/9) 

Mary Claire Naulder (3/7) 

Susan L. Vaigneur (3/23) 

Lawrence Smith (3/23) 

Called to Ministry 

 

Chris Carter & Family 

   

GSBC Prayer Pages April 2, 2017 

Church Needs 

Sunday School 

Small Groups 

SFCA-Donna Carter 

Gym Completion 

 

Jimmie Cleland (3/9) 

Truett Vaigneur (3/9) 

Audrey Key (3/2) 

Alice & Gary Way (3/3) 

Chelsea Cooler (3/9) 

Triston Gogol (3/10) 

Connie Benton (3/16) 

Justin Ardd (3/23) 

Tillman Smith (3/30) 

Myra Malphrus (3/30) 

Dot Malphrus (3/30) 

 

 

 

Expecting / Births 

Victoria Keiffer                            

Other Health Needs 

        Nursing Centers 

 Elaine Degler-RNC 

Wofford Malphrus-Effingham 

County Rehab. Center 

Harriot Lawson-RNC 

Maxie Mason NHC 

Bereavement 
Family Of 

Alene Virginia Cleland Harvey 

 

Hospitals  
Ervin Floyd-CCH 

 

Ron Davis (3/23) 

Betty Robertson (3/23) 

Bertie Woods (2/26) 

Jesse Hinojosa (3/7) 

Lisa Harper (3/9) 

Joyce Sutler (3/14) 

Debbie Hale (3/14) 

Jane Waitt (3/23) 

Mark Boyles (3/23) 

Vera Floyd (3/30) 

Ann Blocker (3/30) 

 

Surgery / Recovery 

Mike Hodge (3/9) 

Gail Malphrus (3/23) 

Robin Holmes (3/23) 

Duane Armstrong (3/30) 

Faye Hair Jones (3/2) 

Colleen Bible (3/7) 

David Amason (3/10) 

Kim Bonds (3/13) 

Nicole King (3/20) 



Cancer / Treatments 

Barry Jones (3/23) 

Mitzi Cramer (3/9) 

Erma Steedly (3/2) 

Bess Parnell (3/2) 

Becky Floyd (3/9) 

Mary Claire Naulder (3/7) 

Susan L. Vaigneur (3/23) 

Lawrence Smith (3/23) 

Bobby Emerson- Fort Hood-Army 

Jared Blanton-Home 

Matthew Mills-Va-US Marines 

If you have someone who needs listing, call either the  

church office a@726-3631 or E.L. Ambrose @ 726-5479. 

Thank You 

Pray For Our Military 

       

      Today’s Prayer Team 

                                                  

Group I 
Patricia Malphrus-Leader 

Truett Vaigneur 
Shirley Malphrus 

Vera Miles 

 
Watchman Prayer Service  

Saturdays @ 8:00am 

 

Prayer Note 
For emergencies  

a prayer chain  

is available for needs.   

You may access 

by calling the  

church @ 726-3631  

Or 

 E.L. Ambrose @ 726-5479 

Please Continue To Remember 

Ricky Cleland 

Mike Hodge 

Shirley Malphrus 

Rose Boyles 

Lula Floyd 

Mary Cope 

Judy Smith 

Jeffrey Stanley 

Joyce Sutler 

 

 

Dot Nettles 

Betty Nettles 

Tom Hinely 

Olivia Stanley 

Lois Bootle 

Lane Malphrus 

Grace Boyles 

Patricia Malphrus 

Scott Boyles 

Brian Freeman 

 

Myrtle Rowell Smith 

Billie Langford 

Gary Way 

Christy Gagel 

Vera Miles  

Mary Daley  

Leonard Steedly  

Barbara Mills 

Rodney Malphrus, Sr. 

Lanell Smith 

GSBC Prayer Pages April 2, 2017 

 
 
 
  
  
  
 
 Many Christians five their 
spirit and heart to the Lord and 
they keep their head to them-
selves. Our intellect must be satis-
fied by being slain and replaced by 
the mind of Christ. Prayer subjects 
us to God’s mind and will.  
  E.L. Ambrose  



Announcements 

 

 

 

Grandmother’s Group 

Tuesday, April 4th 

11:30am in MPB 

 

 

 

The Quilting Club is meeting in the  

Old Parsonage 

Thursday, April 6th @ 10:00am 

 

Watchman Prayer Group 

 Saturday, April 8th @ 8:00 am 

 

 

Save The Dates 
 

Saturday, May 13th @ 11:00am 

Bridal Shower 

For 

Taylor Burnett 

(Bride-Elect of  Michael Daley) 

 

 

 

VBS Craft List 
Elmer’s Glue 

Regular Popsicle Sticks 

Tongue Depressor Popsicle Sticks 

Small seashells (no larger than thumb) 

Magnet Strips 

Black Nylon Cord 

Permanent Markers 

Blue Paper Plates 

White Paper Plates 



Budget Offerings This Week 

 

Weekly Budget Surplus/Deficit 

+    /     -  

Tithes & Offerings $2,287.00 $ 4,943.56 -$2,656.56 

Designated Funds This Week ********* Acct. Balances 

WNS (Youth) $231.00 ********** $530.33 

Annie Armstrong Offering $55.00 ********** $714.02 

Easter Lilies $75.00 ********** $160.50 

Benevolence $420.00 ********** $1,241.71 

Dot Lee Scholarship $25.00 ********** $460.00 

Lore Family $459.00 ********** $0.00 

SFCA Office Supply $8.10 ********** $93.07 

SFCA Security $51.90 ********** $51.90 

SFCA Trash Pick Up $125.00 ********** $0.00 

SFCA Electric $1,578.42 ********** $0.00 

SFCA Janitorial Supplies $500.00 ********** $1,065.79 

Great Swamp Baptist Church 
9009 Tarboro Road, Ridgeland, SC  

Office - 726-3631          Fax – 726-3294 

Email: greatswampbc@gmail.com      

Website: greatswampbaptistchurch.com 
 

 Church Staff 

 
Pastor: Rev. Ralph Lee, Jr………………………………………………………………………....jehu27@gmail.com 

Music Director: Richard Waitt………………………………………………………..waittfamily@embarqmail.com 

Sunday School Director: Wallace Malphrus……………………………………………...Josie6@embarqmail.com 
Pianist: Michelle Waitt…………………………………………………………………waittfamily@embarqmail.com 

Administrative Assistant: Sybil Reynolds……………………………………………......greatswampbc@gmail.com 

School Administrator: Donna Carter…………………………………………………………..dcarter@hargray.com 
Custodian: Ann Malphrus………………………………………………………………....ramalphrus@hargray.com 

Landscaper: Wallace Malphrus…………………………………………………………....Josie6@embarqmail.com 
 

Calendar of Events 

 
For 

April 2nd  through April 8th 
 

Sunday Morning Breakfast (September thru May Only)........................................................................ 8:30AM 

Sunday School………….….…………………............................................................................................  9:45AM 

Morning Worship…….….…...…………………........................................................................……….....11:00AM 
Evening Worship…….…….……………………..........................................................................................6:00PM  

Wednesday Night Supper (September thru May Only)........................................................................... 6:00PM 

Wednesday Night Service………………………………...............................................................................7:00PM 
Saturday Watchman Prayer…………….………….……….........................................................................8:00AM                                  

Stewardship   

mailto:greatswamp@islc.net
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